	Telemachus and Menelaus are both parts of the ruling class in Greek City States.  They have both been affected by The Trojan War, and by Odysseus, but in vastly different ways.  Telemachus and Menelaus have both suffered as a result of different relationships with The Trojan War.





	Telemachus and Menelaus both have direct links to each other although they have never met.  Telemachus and Menelaus have never met before Book four of the Odyssey, as they do not recognize each other.  They are linked by relationship to Odysseus, but in a strange twist of fate, Odysseus’s son, Telemachus knows less of him than Menelaus.  Menelaus.  They have both voyaged through a trouble as a result of Odysseus.  Menelaus has voyaged in war with Odysseus and Telemachus has voyaged after Odysseus.  They have both had similar voyages and experiences with powerful beings.





	Telemachus and Menelaus have both been chased by powerful beings, in the process of regaining their home.  Telemachus has been chased into the sea after knowledge of his father by his mothers ravenous suitors’ desire to marry his mother.  In hopes that knowledge of Odysseus’s death, or current whereabouts, will drive the suitors away, returning his estate to normal.  Menelaus has been chased by the most powerful beings, the gods.  Menelaus was chased in an effort to prevent him from returning home.  He then correctly appeased the gods, and sailed home.





	The different beings that have chased Telemachus and Menelaus have directly resulted in their current behavior.  Telemachus is thoughtful, but he has one paramount goal to reach, obtaining absolute knowledge of his father’s status.  Menelaus having obtained greatness as a result of his wars wishes to appease others, how ever possible, and wishes to praise his benefactors, as he wishes he could give Odysseus his own town.





	Telemachus and Menelaus, having shared similar experiences in voyages, pursuits, acquaintance, and thought.  Are very similar characters at different points in their character developments.  As a result, if the characters' histories were to be properly aligned, very little difference could observed.


