“There were two alternative strategies a Jewish organization could adopt to get the American gov​ernment to initiate action on behalf of the imperiled Jews of Europe. It could cooperate with the govern​ment officials, quietly trying to convince them that rescue of Jews should be one of the objectives of the war, or it could try to pressure the government into initiating rescue by using embarrassing public atten​tion and rallying public opinion to that end.

The American Jewish Committee chose the for​mer strategy and clung to it tenaciously.

From the very onset of Jewish crises, the Com​mittee responded to each new Nazi outrage by prac​ticing their traditional style of discreet ‘backstairs’ diplomacy.

With each worsening event, the Committee re​acted by contacting yet another official or re​visiting the same ones to call their attention to the new situation.

The Jewish delegates were usually politely in​formed that the matter was being given the ‘most earnest attention.’

They were still trying to persuade the same of​ficials when the war ended.”
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